
 

 

October 14, 2013 
Insidious 

*Blog corrected. I had mistakenly named “Hoeven” (the past governor) as the current governor.  
Corrected to read Dalrymple 

Def: adjective proceeding in a gradual, subtle way, but with harmful effects. 
 
Things happen slowly. We are not really aware that they are happening and that’s 
why they keep happening. We do nothing to stop insidious things because we don’t 
perceive them as a threat, or we don’t know they are there, until it is too late.  
 
Cancer and Diabetes are ‘insidious’.  Cancer goes undetected often until it is too 
late. Fortunately there are now screening tests, which can alert us well in advance of 
any cancers that may be, quietly, unfelt by the body, growing inside of us.  We can 
stop it, treat it, and stand a better chance of recovery.  We must heed the warnings 
and take the necessary, even painful steps if we are to have a chance to survive.  
 
Diabetes is another disease that afflicts us.  The symptoms are more pronounced 
and diagnosis comes earlier and we can, if we follow a strict regimen, live a fairly 
normal life. It takes work, discipline and consistency.  
 
What is most insidious about these diseases is that they are so commonly accepted 
now, as part of our lives.  Everyone knows someone with diabetes or cancer. 
Everyone knows someone who has survived or has died from one or both.  
 
It didn’t used to be this way. It used to be rare.  
 
The causes are ignored, for the most part, and I suspect some of the main causes 
are ignored because it would, if known, cut drastically into the profit margins of some 
very large corporations. It would require drastic changes that ‘cut into profits’. 
 
Corporations that tamper with genetics, creating livestock and poultry that are 
nothing like what they were 50 or 100 years ago.  Creating produce that is less 
nutritious, and which requires and contains more chemicals than we are allowed to 
know.  
 
And then there are the Resource Extraction Mega Corporations: Mining, Oil, Gas, 
who pollute our air and our water, leaving behind a landscape more toxic and 
dangerous… and then while still toxic, homes, entire communities are built on them, 
putting every man, woman and child at risk. If only they were told ahead of time… 
 
It’s all a big secret. Profits before people.  Our government keeps quiet and allows 
this to continue, while we get sicker and we pay the costs. We watch our children 
wither from diseases we’d never heard of, and which only exist because of the toxins 
we are now surrounded with.  
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We all expect that government will protect us from the obvious dangers. We have 
laws that are supposed to protect us, but all the teeth have been pulled out of every 
well-intended, public safety law ever written.  They’ve become a joke. We have the 
laws, we just don’t enforce them. We don’t need new laws. We need enforcement. 
 
Even the economic safeguards that were put in place after the Great Depression in 
1930, the Glass-Steagal Act, which kept our economy safe from predatory practices, 
for decades, was killed off in order to ‘increase the Free Market profits’.  Immediately 
thereafter, we had Savings and Loan Scandals, in the 80’s, and more bank failures 
than any other nation, since then.  
 
One would think that government is here to protect us, but it is not. It are here to 
protect those who make the most money, and who pay them the most money.  
Otherwise, the laws that protect us from unsafe farming practices, Pollution and 
Economic Predators, would be enforced and we would be safer, healthier, and a 
more prosperous nation over all.  
 
Instead, we’ve become weakened by economic predation. We’ve become sickened 
by the very foods we eat that should nurture us.  We are then blamed for becoming 
weak. We accept cancer, diabetes and economic scandals as ‘just the way it is’.  

We have no sense of security. We wait to see which gets us first: Cancer, Diabetes, 
or bankruptcy.  

We could change all that, but we would have to become aware. We would have to 
educate ourselves and not be caught up in the emotional, illogical rhetoric of pundits 
and those who make their living off of spreading lies and misinformation.  We could 
do it, but it would require we work together, for our own mutual benefit, and it would 
make the future a lot brighter for our children. Is it worth it?  

We would have to unite to support what is good and what is needed for all of us.  But 
all the political rhetoric out there, all the hate speech, is designed to keep us 
separated from one another.  Politically opposed, unable to trust anyone other than 
those who look just like us. We become louder, weaker, and unable to stand up to 
any kind of threat.  

We often don’t have good political choices. We have to work our way up to being 
able to deserve good choices by showing we can work together to treat the social ills 
that plague us all.  Often, we have to choose between the lesser of two evils, and 
hold accountable the ones that get in, whether we voted for them or not. We have to 
make it uncomfortable for them to act in anyway that is against our collective best 
interests.  
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It’s like curing cancer or doing a daily regimen to treat diabetes. You can’t stop or 
skip because you don’t feel like it. If you do, all that you have done before, will come 
undone and it will be worse than it was when we started.   

Fixing anything requires persistence and consistency. Fail to act in a persistent and 
consistent manner, and you fail yourself, and the body politic gets sicker.  

Fort Totten had some good choices and they made a couple of really bad ones. 
Shelly Lugar and Clarice Brownshield are in the run off.   

If the laws that are supposed to protect us from crime were enforced, Clarice would 
be in jail now. (So would most of the other Tribal Councilors and current and former 
Tribal Chairs.) 

Clarice is the most dangerous to the tribe because she and her family are the ones 
who profited most from the child abuse, child trafficking.  She has protected her 
brother, he uncle, her mother and several other family members as they drained 
millions of dollars out of the tribe and put it into their own pockets and into the 
pockets of their cronies either through outright theft and embezzlement, or by 
channeling funds into business ventures that profited only them, and the tribe saw 
nothing.  The children’s funds were robbed, children were literally bought, sold and 
traded into dangerous homes, and many have and many still are, paying the price.  

There are laws against what they did and are still doing. But those laws have never 
been enforced on the rez.  Government chooses to look the other way because 
there is more money to be made for the politicians and their cronies, if they allow 
these practices to continue. How much of that money makes its way back into their 
pockets?  Hard to tell. The circulation system of dark monies, is as complex as blood 
flow and just as important.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake Nation live in a system of corruption and abuse 
because Bad People in Government choose to let them suffer, and choose to do 
nothing about it.  In fact, government has chosen, in each instance, to attack the 
victims, attack those who reported the crimes.  

People inside and outside the rez have come to accept that the corruption is 
rampant, getting worse, and children are being raped and murdered, as ‘just the way 
it is’, when it doesn’t have to be.  

In order for us to change that, we have to be persistent and consistent on all levels 
of government, and make our voices heard. We must demand proof that those who 
are in power are taking real steps, not just a juggling act of incompetence, corruption 
and political protectionism.  What have they done? Nothing. It has gotten worse.  

What would we accept as ‘proof’? How about the arrests of those involved in the 
child abuses? The Child trafficking and the Embezzlement of millions of dollars? 
That would be a start. None of that has even started. Too many political connections 
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would catch fire and too many politicians and people in high places would get 
scorched if that were to happen.  

But happen it must. If we can’t enforce even one of these major laws, if we cannot 
protect the children on that one reservation, then no one, except the criminals, are 
safe.  

We must consistent act to ensure that we have done all we can, including getting 
educated on politicians and issues (please, don’t think TV is educational) and that 
means that as we learn new information that disproves what we thought we knew 
before, we have to accept that and adapt and move forward.   

Ignore all extremist talk shows and websites that require a mistrust or hatred of 
anyone based on race, color, creed or religion.  The more they can divide us, the 
weaker they keep us, the easier we are to control. Lies divide us. Truth unites us. 
Seek the truth. It may not look like you want it to, but that is where we have our real 
power: Truth and Unity. 

We have to unite and become a greater voice, a greater force for our own good.  

The results of our doing nothing are this: Things will get worse and worse on the rez. 
Those children who survive those abuses and who have no rescue from the very 
laws that are supposed to protect them, will, if they survive, become the violent that 
plague our communities.   

They will cost us more as addicts and as abusive parents themselves.  They will 
commit crimes in our communities and we will have nowhere in this world that we 
are truly safe.  Only the super wealthy have fortresses. The rest of us? We deal with 
the Human Wreckage created by those who saw greater personal, political and 
corporate profits in not protecting us.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake are struggling to overcome extreme abuse and 
corruption in all levels of their existence. This is not something they did to 
themselves, this was forced upon them by a government that ignored reports of 
crimes and punished victims and witnesses while protecting the criminals.  

Those who are the most connected to the corruption, remain immune, protected by 
the politicians and agencies with whom they have a corrupt, symbiotic relationship 
with. They need each other. They feed off of us.    

This creates a social cancer that feeds on its host, just the same as cancer feeds on 
the Human Body. Those victimized by corruption have no recourse. If they become 
violent after repeated failures to get laws enforced, they are arrested for being 
violent.  

What becomes clear to all who must endure this snake pit is that the corrupt are 
protected. If they want to survive, they must either become corrupt or they must do 
the bidding and stay in the favor of the corrupt. No one else is safe. Everyone else 
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just waits until the cancer of corruption touches their lives, or takes a member of 
their family. Laws are not enforced. Violence is not an option.  

It’s not our fault we did not know about these crimes and this rampant corruption.  
This was hidden away from our view, and it festered in those remote, unseen places 
the same as cancer would, undiagnosed, unscreened, invisible. 

It could have been screened out had the laws been applied. The laws were 
deliberately being pushed aside by both law enforcement and law makers. We 
assumed they were doing their jobs.  They were not.  

Now what? Continue to ignore their literally becoming accomplices to the child 
rapists and the embezzlers? We know they are politically connected.  Do we let 
those we elect continue to ignore these crimes?  

Do we continue, for instance, to let Governor Dalrymple keep in place, Scott Davis, 
who himself is politically connected to politicians and to very wealthy foundations, all 
the while Scott Davis makes as a condition of him holding a meeting about the 
abuses in Spirit Lake, that no one be allowed to mention Scott’s friend, Kevin 
Dauphinais Brownshield.  

Kevin was never qualified to hold the position of Director of Tribal Social Services. 
He accessed the funds that were designated for the children, and that money is 
gone. Hundreds of thousands of dollars, gone. Is that a crime? He ignored the 
dangers he put children in with illegal placements. Is that a crime? He stole at least 
one baby and gave it to a friend of a friend. Is that a crime? Children he placed in 
homes with up to three registered sex-offenders, is that a crime?  

Hush! Scott Davis will hold no meeting if it could point to Kevin. (Kevin could point 
back to him?) 

It’s all still going on. None of that missing money has ever been sought, much less 
recovered by the government despite their being well aware for years that he took it. 
All those children are still in those homes that are criminally dangerous to them, and 
no one in government, no one in Law Enforcement, has taken a single step to 
rescue a single one of them.  Not one illegal placement has been rectified.   

Baby Laurynn is dead because of these practices. Other children died because of 
these practices. Other children are being raped, because of these practices. Other 
children will die because of these practices. There are laws to prevent these 
practices, but they are not enforced, ever.  

And there sits Scott Davis, throttling any discussion of these abuses, to eliminate 
any chance of his good friend, Kevin, ever being held accountable.  

And there sits Governor Dalrymple, keeping Scott Davis in place. Protecting Scott 
while Scott protects Kevin.  You can chain these political connections both upwards 
and outwards in all directions. They are all connected.  
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And they are all connected to others we don’t see yet. Take them down and the 
others become obvious. That’s how you cure corruption: You punish the corrupt. 
You don’t reward them with political positions and greater fundraising status. 

Why is it that the Good People of North Dakota tolerate even the most obvious, the 
Scott Davis obvious and the Governor Dalrymple obvious?  

It’s like finding out we have cancer or diabetes and choosing to do nothing about it. 
Even when it shows. Even when we can feel the lumps behind the political skins. 

They are tumors now. Political tumors, and just as deadly if left intact with no action 
to rid ourselves of their malignancy.  

We’re so used to the cancer of corruption we can’t remember when it was not 
expected to be rampant in our political system.  It wasn’t always so. But we’ve been 
politically sick for so long we can’t remember what it feels like to be healthy.  

So what if children are abused, raped and murdered? (It’s always been this way) (No 
it hasn’t) 

So what if those who survive become violent and that violence carries over into our 
own communities? (It’s always been this way.) (No, it hasn’t)   

Can we really claim to be victims if when we had the chance, we did nothing?  

Scott Davis is very wired into the mega donors of wealthy foundations. His family 
has a lot of clout. Is that what Governor Dalrymple is trading for?  Influence, access 
and campaign donations in trade for a few hundred American Indian Children?   

Scott is using his position in the Governor’s Cabinet to create a power base for 
himself. He has protected one person above all, who should have been criminally 
investigated, years ago, but never was.  What is Dalrymple using Scott Davis for? 
His connections to the Bush Foundation? Other wealthy, powerful connections?  

Is Dalrymple now obligated to protect the man who is protecting the man who 
robbed all those children and who sold them, and who placed them in homes with 
registerd sex offenders?  

Is the Bush Foundation also immune from the stain of Scott Davis’s connections to 
people who rob children and who hand them over to Registered Sex Offenders? 
Remember: Bush Foundation is about “Nation Building”.  They want corporations to 
have access to all the benefits of doing business on the reservations: Low wages, 
low or no taxes, huge Federal grants, and no oversight or pesky regulations to 
hinder profits.   

The Bush Foundation and others similarly engaged, need this cancer to grow. If the 
tribes become healthy and strong in mind and body, they would not tolerate the 
economical, environmental exploitations that come with “Nation Building”.  It is clear 
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to me that the Bush Foundation is not the least bit concerned with what is happening 
to the children on SLN or any other reservation, or they would not employ Scott 
Davis as their spokes model to sell this snake oil to the tribes.   

Scott Davis has an Indian Face, so that’s important if you are selling out your 
people, that they see you as one of their own.  

When? 

At what point can we expect those we elect to do the Right Thing? Clearly, they’ve 
managed to convince everyone that it’s not that important.  Oh sure, when publicity 
goes prickly, they say the safety of the children is their number one priority. Yet, in 
over a year since all this has been revealed, and almost two solid years of Mandated 
Reports, reports that point directly to criminal child abuse, nothing has been done to 
remedy any of it.  

Bad and worse Directors have been appointed, dismissed, and appointed.  But no 
one has been arrested.  

How much will it take? Whose child has to be raped or killed or kidnapped for there 
to be real action?  Who among us is waiting for it to be our child or grandchild?  

By making sure there are no consequences to those who are politically influential 
and connected to those who are politically influential, we are witnessing a cancer 
metastasize in our own communities, and we are doing nothing.   

It takes root in Indian Country, but it spreads throughout our entire nation the way 
cancer spreads through the body Human, when unchecked, untreated or ignored. 

By doing nothing, those who commit these crimes are emboldened. They have the 
protection of people like Scott Davis and Scott Davis has the protection of Governor 
Dalrymple.   

You and I? We’re a joke. They put on their serious face, they say this will change… 
and then they hope you forget. When you remember and you ask them, they say 
they need more time--- for you to forget.  

If we don’t take down those we know are corrupt and those we see are protecting 
them, how can we expect anything to change for the better anywhere?  

You know when they go down, others will be exposed and we can take them down 
as well. But we have to start treating this disease aggressively, where we see it 
emerging. Ignoring it makes no one safer.  We must all become politically pro active. 
We must phone, write, email, fax and speak out.  We must show up every place they 
go to raise money or give speeches, and call them out.  
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We must demand our media do their part in protecting our democracy by informing 
us of what is or is not being done. Just ‘reporting’ what a politician says, without any 
fact-based research to prove or disprove it, is not ‘reporting’, it is stenography.  

Media says it’s giving us what we want to know. That is worthless. There is 
information we NEED to know if we are to make changes or become a healthier 
nation. Giving us what we ‘want to know’ is ‘entertainment’, not ‘information’. We 
need reliable information.  Demand more of your TV, Newspapers and their 
sponsors. 

There’s a lot of money at stake here. The corrupt have built an empire founded in 
our ignorance of what they do and how they do it.  They built it with our money and 
our permission.  When we deny them permission by holding them accountable, we 
start to take the power back.   

It’s been a long time. It will feel strange at first, but it’s how we were made to survive 
in this world: by working together. It’s our greatest strength. It’s the power they don’t 
want us to remember we have.  It’s the power we gave to them by trusting their 
words.  We can take it back. We must take it back if we are to survive.  

Helping one another is instinctual in all of us. When someone is in danger, we move 
in to help them. It’s a Human Instinct. We must become more Human if we are to 
save ourselves. That means, what happens to someone else is important to us. It 
does matter. And we can speak out. We must. Or we perish in our own willful 
ignorance. 

If there is no penalty for those who won’t even enforce the laws that are supposed to 
protect children from rape, then, what are we as a community? As a nation? We 
must demand enforcement.  

What we do to ensure that those kids in SLN are safe, we do for ourselves and our 
posterity.  But we must be persistent and consistent if we are ever to heal as a 
community and a nation, or this cancer will overtake us entirely. 

Right now, the corrupt feel strong because of their political connections. Their 
political connections feel immune because they think we won’t do anything. It’s time 
to let them know that we won’t allow cancer to overtake us without a fight, and that 
we fight this fight together. Because, we are stronger when we remember we are 
connected to one another.  

We are all connected.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 


